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HAVE A QUESTION?
CALL ME!
If you have questions or comments on
these or other issues, please contact
my office. I am are here to serve you.

Rep. Ida Ballasiotes
House Criminal Justice

and Corrections Chair
(360) 786-7926
ballasio_id@leg.wa.gov
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Dear Neighbors,

The 1998 legislative session finished March 12. In even-numbered years
such as this one, we meet for only 60 days, as compared to odd-num-
bered years when the state’s budget is put together within a 105-day
period. Our shorter sessions seem more intense because many people
try to put as much work into them as the longer sessions. In fact, hun-
dreds of bills are still introduced. It’s difficult to get involved with major
issues during a 60-day session, because there is simply not enough time
to have in-depth discussions. Primarily, short sessions are meant to pass
a supplemental budget and to tune-up things we’ve done the previous
year.

This newsletter provide a brief spotlight on some of those bills that will, in
some way, affect us all.

Over the course of the session, I received hundreds of calls, letters, e-
mails, and some of you even came to Olympia to speak with me about
issues of concern. I appreciate all of these contacts, and you can be
sure that I took them into consideration when voting on legislation.

Thank you for the honor of allowing me to serve as your state representa-
tive.

Rep. Ida Ballasiotes



Drive while license suspended,
lose your car!
You’ve seen it on TV. A guy is in court facing a judge who
tells him his driver’s license is being suspended or re-
voked immediately. Court is adjourned, and what does the
guy do? The camera shows him getting into his car and
driving away. I was astounded to learn that there are more
than 250,000 people on Washington’s highways driving
with revoked or suspended licenses. These are people
who are responsible for hit-and-run accidents, drunk
driving, and a high proportion of unpaid traffic fines.

This year, I sponsored a measure, HB 1221, which allows
vehicles driven by people with suspended or revoked
licenses, or those under the influence of alcohol, to be
impounded. Depending on past license-suspended
convictions, the car could be held anywhere from 30 days
up to 90 days. California’s new impound law significantly
reduced subsequent crashes and traffic convictions. I
believe our legislation also will help make our highways
safer.

Tougher standards for group homes
Last fall, teen-age offender David Dodge, under the
custody of a Lynnwood group home, walked away from
his job at a furniture store and raped and murdered a 12-
year-old girl. It wasn’t the first time the lack of supervision,
security or communication by a group home resulted in a
death.

This session, I sponsored legislation to enact tougher
standards for group homes and change the placement
procedures of juvenile offenders. The measure was
amended to Senate Bill 6445, which passed the Legisla-
ture. This legislation will provide the tools to allow sharing
of information between schools, law enforcement and
juvenile homes — something that was severely lacking in
the David Dodge case. The bill enhances public safety by
strengthening safeguards in placements, and oversight
and monitoring of juvenile offenders placed in the
community.

Bill closes loopholes
on dangerous mentally ill offenders
The Legislature closed a loophole that allowed a mentally
ill man with a history of violence to be repeatedly released
to the streets. Dan Van Ho is suspected in the murder of
retired Seattle firefighter Stan Stevenson, who was ran-
domly stabbed to death after leaving a Mariners’ game.
Senate Bill 6214 (I sponsored the House version) says that
those who display behaviors of mental illness and commit
any level of crime will be immediately evaluated for
possible civil commitment.

Sex offenders no longer
answer state hotlines
If you call any of the state’s 1-800 information hotlines, you
won’t have to worry anymore that a sex offender in a state

prison might be on the other end of the line, taking your
name and address. This really happened. So the Legisla-
ture passed a bill I co-sponsored that prohibits sex
offender inmates from using a work program to obtain
private individuals’ names, addresses, and telephone
numbers. We also adopted legislation requiring convicted
sex offenders and kidnappers who are students in  public
and private colleges and universities to register their
conviction information with the school.

Other committee work
As a member of the House Trade and Economic Develop-
ment Committee, I’m pleased to report that we passed
legislation that will provide a major boost to our state’s
tourism industry. The measure creates a tourism develop-
ment advisory committee that will work to increase tourism
in Washington. Funding is also provided on a formula
based on tourism-related sales tax revenue.

I also serve on the Children and Family Services Commit-
tee. This year, we passed legislation that provides treat-
ment for drug-addicted mothers who give birth to
drug-affected babies. The measure provides conse-
quences for those who refuse treatment, including termi-
nation of parental rights.

Interim works
During the interim, I will be leading a task force of pros-
ecutors, defense attorneys, judges, drug-treatment
professionals, correctional staff, and others who work with
drug offenders. Our goal will be to look at all the current
drug laws on the books and see what is working and what
is not. Our prison system is filled with nonviolent drug
offenders and I remain concerned that we need to make
room for violent offenders. That’s why we will be looking
into alternative sentencing for first-time and nonviolent
drug offenders. This includes electronic home monitoring
under tight security and sending them to drug courts,
where mandatory treatment and strict supervision is
prescribed.
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Rep. Ballasiotes chairs the House Criminal
Justice and Corrections Committee.
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